
Suicide

symposium
Prevention

shattering the silence 
by working together

Tuesday
September

19th
2017

Agenda

Guest Speakers

7:45 - 8:30

8:30 - 9:00

9:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:10

10:10 - 11:10

11:10 - 11:50

11:50 - 1:20

1:20 - 2:20

2:20 - 2:30

2:30 - 3:30

3:30 - 4:30

Check-in and Exhibits

Welcome by Mississippi First Lady 
Deborah Bryant and Diana Mikula

Ask, Care, Escort (ACE): An Overview 
of Suicide Prevention in the Military
•  SSG Jean Whaley 

Break and Exhibits

Surviving Suicide: A Family’s Perspective
•  Teresa Mosley
•  Patti Herrington

Lunch Provided and Exhibits

Tech Dependence, Substance 
Abuse, and Suicide
•  John K. Kriger

Suicide Prevention and House Bill 263 
•  Wendy Bailey
•  Dr. Estelle Watts

Break and Exhibits

Suicide Prevention: Our Forgotten Elders 
•  Dr. Kim Tarver

Suicide and Substance Use
•  Leah Pylate
•  Kim Kavalsky

First Lady Deborah Bryant
State of Mississippi

Diana Mikula, Executive Director
Mississippi Department of Mental Health

Staff Sergeant Jean M. Whaley
MS Army National Guard

Teresa R. Mosley, M.Ed., President
TRM Educational Consulting, Inc.

Patti Ann Herrington, Founder
Firefly Outreach

John K. Kriger, MSM, LCADC, CPS 
President
Kriger Consulting

Wendy Bailey, Director
Bureau of Outreach, 
Planning and Development
Mississippi Department of Mental Health

Estelle Watts, DNP, RN, NCSN
Health Science Specialist
MS Department of Education

Kim C. Tarver, M.D. 
Assistant Professor
School of Medicine, Department of 
Medicine, University of MS Medical Center

Leah Pylate, Assistant Director
Health Promotion and Wellness
Mississippi State University

Kim Kavalsky, Coordinator
Mental Health Outreach
Mississippi State University

 

 
 

 

	

	

		

	

	

		

	

	

		

	

	

	

  

	

 
 

	

	

	

	



Thank to the following partners who 
helped make this symposium a success

Suicide Prevention Workgroup
wendy bailey | ms department of mental health

dr. john bartkowski | ms department of mental health

kathy burck | ms department of health

jackie chatmon | ms department of mental health

glenda crump | ms public health institute

buddy hall | the jason foundation

jordon hillhouse | ms department of mental health

adam moore | ms department of mental health

teresa	 mosley | dmh board member and family member

lauren parker | university of southern mississippi

sandra parks | ms department of mental health

molly portera | ms department of mental health

kimberly ramsey | ms department of health

sherry sheffield | american foundation 

for suicide prevention

tameka tobias | nami mississippi

kathy van cleave | ms department of mental health

linda vasquez | dream of hattiesburg

thia walker | ms department of mental health

dr. estelle watts | ms department of education

jeanie whaley | ms army national guard

nena williams | region 8 mental health services

melody winston | ms department of mental health

Suicide Prevention 
Symposium Presenters

wendy bailey	
first lady deborah bryant	
patti ann herrington

kim kavalsky	
john k. kriger		
diana mikula	
teresa r. mosley	
leah pylate	
dr. kim tarver	
dr. estelle watts	
staff sergeant jean m. whaley

Symposium Vendors
- american foundation for suicide 
prevention

- region 8 mental health services

- the jason foundation/ millcreek 
of pontotoc	
- national alliance on mental illness 
mississippi (nami)
- ms behavioral health services

- i got you (i.g.u.)
- st. dominic’s behavioral health services

- mississippi prevention alliance for 
communities and colleges

you

Lunch Donation
friends of ms state hospital

friends of hudspeth regional center

Beverage Donation
st. dominic’s behavioral health services 

Office of the Governor
mississippi first lady deborah bryant

The Department of Mental 
Health would also like to thank you, 

the participants, for showing such great 
interest in the Symposium! Stay tuned 

for upcoming events in Spring 2018!


